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wagons, each drawn by three oxen, splendid stone
vessels, golden daggers, spears and axes of electrum
(gold-silver alloy), lovely miniature animals of gold,
soldiers3 helmets of copper, curious inlaid gaming-
boards, and beads and ornaments of every description.
What endless riches the dwellers of these rich Baby-
lonian cities could command in those times prior to
2500 B. c. and what aids to beauty their ladies could
handle! But what capacity to kill and cupidity to
possess servants on the part of the masters and
mistresses who had their corps of men and women to
serve them in life and who must again have them dead
to guard their repose!
4. HITTITES
Hittites, the Biblical Heth, were generally called
Khatti. The Egyptians called them Kheta and the
Semites Goyyim^ cthe nations'. They were perhaps an
Indo-European people living in the snows of Taurus
in Asia Minor. Since the Mesopotamian name of
their land was Mushki, they came to be called Mushkoya*
To the Mesopotamian Semites they were formidable
barbarians with scant culture who descended on their
northern cities from behind the snow only to rob and
slay. Their inroads were terrible and devastating.
We have already referred to their calamitous invasion
of Babylon about 1925 B. c. About the beginning of
the 2nd millennium te. c. parts of Northern Syria were
colonized and settlements formed where Hittite princes
ruled side by side with local dynasts and Aryan barons
from Mitanni. They had their own culture and a
peculiar hieroglyphic system of writing and for some-
time even resisted the Semite influence but ultixnat&ty
succumbed to it. The excavations at Carchqiinsh
and other sites have yielded material which give ail In-
sight into their civilization. The cuneiforai writing
penetrated beyond the Taurus and was u^ed in the
royal chancery at Boghaz Kyoi. Such records also
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